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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 20-59 and 87 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 

1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 12/15/08. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the subject matter of claims 6469, 72 
and 80 must be shown or the featurc(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
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be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 60 and 80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 60, line 6 - it is unclear what is meant by "GPR". 

Claim 60, line 9 - the phrase "the fitting to the fitting to the pipe assembly" is unclear as 
to what exactly is being claimed. 

Claim 80 - it is unclear what is meant by the phrase "and to encapsulate the at least one 
of said flanges in adhesive". Is the flange encapsulated in adhesive, or is the flange capable of 
being encapsulated in adhesive? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 60 and 83 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
EP1038140. 
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In regard to claim 60, EP 103 8 140 discloses (fig. 5) a fitting for providing a substantially 
fluid tight seal between an opening in a chamber wall and a pipe assembly, said fitting 
comprising: 

(i) a first portion comprising a radially extending first flange 52, a first surface of said 
first flange being configured to contact the chamber wall 1 0 around substantially the entire 
circumference of the first flange, said first flange being adapted to bond to GRP, the first portion 
further comprising a tubular portion 50 extending away from the flange, and a tubular sleeve 56 
formed from an electyrofusible plastics material, said tubular sleeve being joined in a 
substantially fluid tight seal (via 58) to the tubular portion and adapted to couple the fitting to the 
fitting to the pipe assembly; 

(ii) a second portion comprising a radially extending second flange 40 , a first surface of 
said second flange being configured to contact the chamber wail around substantially the entire 
circumference of the second flange, said second flange being adapted to bond to GRP; and 

(iii) a coupling device 42 adapted to secure the first portion to the second portion. 
In regard to claim 81, the fitting in combination with electro fusion couplings 44. 

In regard to claim 82, where the electrofusion couplings 44 are expanders or reducers. 

In regard to claim 83, the fitting further comprises a test point valve 66. 
7. Claims 60-62, 68, 70-71, 75, 78-80 and 84-86 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Greene '424. 

In regard to claim 60, Greene discloses (fig. 2) a fitting for providing a substantially fluid 
tight seal between an opening in a chamber wall and a pipe assembly, said fitting comprising: 
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(i) a first portion comprising a radially extending first flange 22, a first surface of said 
first flange being configured to contact the chamber wall 30 around substantially the entire 
circumference of the first flange, said first flange being adapted to bond to GRP, the first portion 
further comprising a tubular portion 12 extending away from the flange, and a tubular sleeve 48 
formed from an electyrofusible plastics material (cross hatching appears to show all of the 
components are constructed of plastic except 14), said tubular sleeve 48 being joined in a 
substantially fluid tight seal (via threads) to the tubular portion 12 and adapted to couple the 
fitting to the fitting to the pipe assembly; 

(ii) a second portion comprising a radially extending second flange 32, a first surface of 
said second flange being configured to contact the chamber wail around substantially the entire 
circumference of the second flange, said second flange being adapted to bond to GRP; and 

(iii) a coupling device (threads) adapted to secure the first portion 12 to the second 
portion 14. 

In regard to claim 61, wherein the first portion 12 is adapted to extend through the 
opening in the chamber wall. 

In regard to claim 62, wherein the tubular portion 12 and tubular sleeve 48 of the first 
portion overlap for a proportion of their length, the fluid fight seal between the tubular portion 
and tubular sleeve being formed in that overlapping region. 

In regard to claim 68, wherein the first flange 22 is an integral part of the first portion. 

In regard to claim 70, whereto the second portion further comprises a second tubular 
portion 14 or collar extending away from the second flange 32. 
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In regard to claim 71, wherein the second flange 32 is an integral part of the second 
portion 14. 

In regard to claim 75, wherein the first flange 22 and first tubular portion 12 are made of 
a plastic material that bonds satisfactorily to GRP. 

In regard to claim 78, wherein the coupling device comprises complementary screw 
threaded regions (20 and threads on 14) on the first and second portions such that the two 
portions screw together, clamping the chamber wall(s) 30 between the first 22 and second 32 
flanges. 

In regard to claim 79, wherein the complementary screw threaded regions are located on 
the outside 12 of the first portion and on the inside of the second portion 14. 

In regard to claim 80, wherein the fitting further comprises a cover 18 adapted to cover at 
least one of said flange(s) and to encapsulate the at least one of said flange(s) in an adhesive. 

In regard to claim 84, wherein the pipe assembly is a said secondarily contained pipe 
assembly comprising a primary supply pipe contained within a secondary pipe (this is an 
intended use limitation as the claim is only drawn to the fitting and not the fitting in combination 
with the supply pipe). 

In regard to claim 85, wherein the said pipe assembly is a primary supply pipe (this is an 
intended use limitation as the claim is only drawn to the fitting and not the fitting in combination 
with the supply pipe). 

In regard to claim 86, the fitting is incorporated into an underground pipework (an in 
ground swimming pool). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 60-64, 70 and 74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Breay etal. '836. 

In regard to claim 60, Breay et al. discloses (fig. 2) a fitting for providing a substantially 
fluid tight seal between an opening in a chamber wall 12 and a pipe assembly 18, said fitting 
comprising: 

(i) a first portion comprising a radially extending first flange 29, a first surface of said 
first flange being configured to contact the chamber wall 12 around substantially the entire 
circumference of the first flange, said first flange being adapted to bond to GRP, the first portion 
further comprising a tubular portion 28 extending away from the flange, and a tubular sleeve 20, 
said tubular sleeve 20 being joined in a substantially fluid tight seal (via 104) to the tubular 
portion 28 and adapted to couple the fitting to the fitting to the pipe assembly; 

(ii) a second portion comprising a radially extending second flange 14, a first surface of 
said second flange being configured to contact the chamber wail around substantially the entire 
circumference of the second flange, said second flange being adapted to bond to GRP; and 

(iii) a coupling device (threads) adapted to secure the first portion 28 to the second 
portion 14. Breay et al. does not disclose that the tubular sleeve 20 is made from plastic. 
However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to make the sleeve out of 
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plastic because the selection of a known material based upon its suitability for the intended use is 
a design consideration within the skill of the art. InreLeshin . 227 F.2d 197, 125 USPQ 416 
(CCPA 1960). 

In regard to claim 61, wherein the first portion 28 is adapted to extend through the 
opening in the chamber wall 12. 

In regard to claim 62, wherein the tubular portion 28 and tubular sleeve 20 of the first 
portion overlap for a proportion of their length, the fluid fight seal 1 04 between the tubular 
portion and tubular sleeve being formed in that overlapping region. 

In regard to claim 63, wherein the fitting further comprises a sealing device 104 located 
between the tubular portion 28 and the tubular sleeve 20, the scaling device being adapted to 
form a fluid tight seal between the tubular portion and the tubular sleeve. 

In regard to claim 64, the sealing device comprises an o-ring 104 sealed in 
circumferential channel around either the tubular portion or the tubular sleeve. 

In regard to claim 70, whereto the second portion 14 further comprises a second tubular 
portion or collar extending away from the second flange 14. 

In regard to claim 74, the first flange 29 and first tubular portion 28 are made of a metal. 
10. Claims 65, 69 and 72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Greene '424. 

In regard to claim 65, wherein the fitting further comprises an inner tubular portion 50, 
and adapted to fit tightly inside the fitting in the region in which the tubular portion 12 and 
tubular sleeve 48 overlap. Greene does not disclose that the inner tubular portion is made of 
metal. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to make the inner 
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tubular portion out of metal because the selection of a known material based upon its suitability 
for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re Leshin , 227 F.2d 
197, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). 

In regard to claims 69 and 72, Greene discloses the flanges 22 and 32 and first 12 and 
second portions 14 as an integral parts. However, it would have been obvious to make the 
second portion and flange in two separate pieces because one-piece construction, in place of 
separate elements fastened together, is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
Kohno, 391 F.2d 959, 157 USPQ 275 (CCPA 1968); In re Larson , 340 F.2d 965, 144 USPQ 347 
(CCPA 1965). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 66-67 and 73 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Hawkinson et al, Nordstrom, Yeh, Rowe, Medvick, Laurizio, Rosan, Nakaji and 
Stewart all disclose similar couplings common in the art. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David E. Bochna whose telephone number is (571) 272-7078. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30 Monday-Thursday and every other Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/David E. Bochna/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 



